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ABSTRACT

The Bhakti movement in India was a major socio-religious revolution that occurred at a time
of strong caste and religious differences. It was characterized by the promotion of devotion,
equality, and social reform. Within the group of important personalities, Kabir emerged as a
strong voice that advocated for humanism, compassion, and spiritual unification that went
beyond the dogmas of traditional religious doctrine. Within the context of the Bhakti
movement, this study investigates Kabir's compassionate vision, putting an emphasis on his
humanistic philosophy, social criticism, and ongoing effect on Indian thinking and culture.
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I.  INTRODUCTION and economic inequality. They were known

The Bhakti movement, which is considered
to be one of the most transformative
spiritual and social reformist movements in
the history of India, emerged as a profound
response to the intricate and frequently
rigid structures of religious orthodoxy,
social  stratification, and ritualistic
dogmatism that characterized medieval
Indian society. This movement, which had
its origins in devotion (bhakti) and intimate
contact with the divine, provided the
groundwork for a spiritual culture that was
more  approachable, inclusive, and
compassionate, and which resonated with
the general populace. Bhakti saints, who
developed throughout diverse parts of India
between the seventh and seventeenth
centuries, represented a collective voice
that attempted to remove the artificial
borders that were built by caste, religion,

for their devotion to the Hindu faith. They
transmitted great intellectual insights in
simple ways, talked in everyday languages,
and placed an emphasis on the inner
spiritual experience rather than on outward
rituals and theological complexities.
Among these saints, Kabir stands out as a
remarkable character whose teachings not
only contributed to the enrichment of
India's literary and spiritual traditions, but
also provided a timeless vision of
humanism that continues to be vitally
relevant in the current period.

Both the life and thought of Kabir are
placed in a unique junction of societal
systems and religious traditions. Despite
the fact that Kabir is said to have been born
in Varanasi in the 15th century to a Muslim
family of weavers, his teachings are
difficult to classify according to a specific
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theological framework. A syncretic
worldview that incorporated components of
both Hindu and Islamic mysticism while
strongly criticizing the institutionalized
forms of both religions is reflected in his
life story, despite the fact that it is buried in
hagiography and many oral traditions.
Kabir's spiritual approach was founded on
the notion that truth is not limited by
religious labels and that the divine, whom
he often referred to as "Ram" or "Allah," is
available to all people regardless of their
caste, faith, or sect. Kabir addressed severe
attacks of Brahmanical rigidity, priestly
corruption, and the vapid ritualism that
dominated religious life via his poetry,
which are sometimes referred to as dohas
and sakhis. At the same time, he questioned
the authority of mullahs and gadis who
enforced dogmas without having a proper
knowledge of the fundamental nature of
spiritual activity. When seen in this light,
Kabir's message transforms from a simple
statement of devotion into a radical societal
criticism that reimagines the ethical and
spiritual foundation upon which human
cooperation is founded.

When taken in its widest meaning,
humanism may be defined as the
philosophical position that places an
emphasis on the worth, dignity, and agency
of human beings. It is a view that people
are capable of leading ethical lives apart
from the authority of a divine being, and it
promotes compassion, social justice,
intellectual inquiry, and the idea that
humans are capable of doing so. In the
setting of India, and particularly during the
time of Kabir, humanism took on a
distinctive and regionally specific form via
the application of the language of
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spirituality.  Kabir's humanism was not
secular in the sense that it is understood in
the West; rather, it was profoundly spiritual
and based on the conviction that divinity is
present in each and every human person. In
addition to promoting self-exploration and
advocating for social equality, he was a
proponent of a global spirituality that
respected the sacredness of human life. His
poetry are replete with the concepts of love,
humility, forgiveness, and respect for all
forms of life, which are the fundamental
tenets of a humanistic worldview. Kabir
made a striking protest against the
institutional dehumanization that resulted
from untouchability, casteism, and
religious prejudice by putting an emphasis
on the presence of the divine inside.

The most obvious manifestation of Kabir's
humanitarian worldview IS the
campaigning he does for those who are
underprivileged. Kabir, who lived in a
society that was strongly divided along
caste lines, not only socialized with the so-
called lower castes, but he also publicly
attacked the hierarchical system that was
responsible for maintaining inequity. By
using scathing sarcasm and metaphor, he
brought to light the inconsistencies that
exist in the customs of both Hindus and
Muslims. For example, he made fun of the
idea that pollution can be caused by touch
and derided the superficial differences of
religious identity that neglected the fact that
all people have a common humanity. Some
of his lyrics, such as "Jati na pucho sadhu
ki, puch lijiye gyan" (which translates to
"Don't ask a saint's caste, ask about his
knowledge™), are strong declarations of
egalitarian philosophy. They also show a
deep ethical attitude that prioritizes human
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intellect and good behavior above birth-
based identity. By doing so, Kabir not only
made spiritual knowledge more accessible
to the general public, but he also provided a
model for the reform of society upon the
principles of empathy, inclusivity, and
moral responsibility.

One more facet of Kabir's humanism is the

criticism he offers on the hypocrisy and
materialism that are prevalent in religious
life.  The acquisition of money and
mindless ritualism were also things that
Kabir cautioned against as potential
replacements for real spirituality. He had
the belief that genuine devotion is the result
of leading a life that is humble,
uncomplicated, and honest. With this
austere but profoundly practical attitude to
living, the Bhakti movement was able to
further emphasize the importance of inner
purity above outward display. Kabir urged
people to participate in honest labor (karni),
to recognize the divine in the job that they
do on a daily basis, and to conduct
themselves with compassion in their
interactions with other people. As a result
of his focus on ethical living and self-
discipline, which is in keeping with the
humanistic values of moral autonomy and
social ethics, he demonstrates how
spirituality and humanism may be closely
entwined with one another.

The vision that Kabir had was also
profoundly lyrical, and it communicated
fundamental truths via the use of a complex
tapestry of metaphors, symbols, and
paradoxes.  Although it was based on
regional dialects, his language had an
attraction to people all across the world and
a powerful emotional impact. The literary
beauty of his poems was a contributing
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factor in their broad appeal and
transmission throughout centuries, which
culminated in their incorporation into the
Guru Granth Sahib, the scripture of the
Sikhs, and influenced other reformist
traditions across India. Due to the fact that
Kabir did not adhere to any one ideology or
institutional  authority, his  writings
resonated particularly strongly with groups
who were looking for social justice and
spiritual freedom. Through these means,
Kabir's poetry transforms into not only a
vehicle for the expression of devotion but
also a tool for the rejection of cultural
norms and the promotion of humanitarian
causes.

Additionally, the teachings of Kabir have a
remarkable resonance in the modern world,
which is both globalized and fractured.
Concerns such as intolerance toward
religious beliefs, social exclusion, and
identity politics continue to pose a threat to
the moral fabric of countries all over the
globe. The focus that Kabir places on unity,
mutual respect, and compassion provides a
potent remedy for the ideas that are divisive
and pose a danger to peaceful coexistence.
A feeling of common humanity that goes
beyond the superficial differences of
religion, country, and race is fostered by his
exhortation to individuals to search inside
themselves and realize the divine nature
that is present in both themselves and in
others.  In the settings of education,
interfaith dialogue, and social justice,
Kabir's message offers a fertile ground for
the cultivation of a worldview that is more
empathic and inclusive.

The function that Kabir plays in the Bhakti
movement extends much beyond that of a
mystic or a poet engaged in devotional
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writing. A convergence of spiritual
intensity and moral clarity, he confronts the
deeply ingrained societal standards of his
period while simultaneously giving a
humanistic perspective that will endure for
generations to come. As a result of his
teachings, we are compelled to reconsider
the essence of religion, the significance of
human dignity, and the reason for engaging
in spiritual practice. Through an
examination of Kabir's compassionate
vision through the lens of humanism, we
are able to get a more profound
understanding of how Bhakti worked not
only as a catalyst for the resurrection of
religion but also as a catalyst for the reform
of ethics and society. The purpose of this
article is to explore further into the
philosophical roots, lyrical expressions, and
modern relevance of Kabir's philosophy. It
will also demonstrate how his legacy
continues to inspire movements for justice,
equality, and universal love.

II. KABIR’S
PHILOSOPHY
1. Universal Brotherhood and
Spiritual Equality Kabir
emphasized the essential unity of all
human beings regardless of caste,
religion, or social status. His
philosophy was rooted in the belief
that the divine resides within every
individual, making all lives sacred.
He rejected the idea that spiritual
merit is confined to certain classes
or sects, proclaiming that devotion
and virtue are not determined by
birth but by actions and inner purity.

HUMANISTIC

2. Rejection of Caste and Social
Hierarchies One of the strongest
aspects of Kabir’s humanism is his
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critique of the caste system. He
attacked the Brahmanical notion of
superiority and denounced
discrimination based on caste. His
famous verse, ‘“Jati na puchho
sadhu ki, puch lijiye gyan,” reflects
his  insistence  on  valuing
individuals for their wisdom and
character, not their  social
background.

Critique of Ritualism and
Religious Dogma Kabir
condemned meaningless rituals,
whether Hindu or Muslim, as
obstacles to genuine spiritual
experience. He saw ritualistic
practices as distractions from the
pursuit of truth and compassion. His
philosophy called for a direct,
unmediated relationship with the
divine, rooted in love, simplicity,
and  sincerity  rather  than
superstition or priestly control.

Emphasis on Inner Realization
and Self-Knowledge Humanism
for Kabir involved turning inward
to understand the self. He taught
that divinity is to be realized
through self-inquiry and
meditation. The body, according to
Kabir, is a temple where the true
search for God begins. This self-
awareness led to moral discipline,
compassion, and spiritual
fulfillment, core tenets of his
humanistic thought.

Promotion of Honest Labor and
Ethical Living Kabir championed
the dignity of labor and the
importance of earning an honest
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livelihood. He encouraged people to
be truthful, humble, and hard-
working. His own life as a weaver
symbolized this ideal. To him, work
was not merely economic activity,
but a form of spiritual practice that
reinforced equality and self-respect.

Interfaith Harmony and
Syncretism Kabir’s humanism was
inclusive and pluralistic. He refused
to align strictly with either
Hinduism or Islam, instead drawing
elements from both to promote a
universal spirituality. His
references to both “Ram” and
“Allah” highlight his belief in the
common spiritual foundation of all
faiths. This fostered mutual respect
and understanding across religious
boundaries.

Compassion as a Core Value
Compassion, kindness, and
empathy were central to Kabir’s
teachings. He viewed these qualities
as the highest forms of devotion. He
repeatedly urged people to see God
in others, especially the poor and
marginalized, thereby reinforcing a
moral framework centered on love
and nonviolence.

Resistance to Institutional
Authority  Kabir’s  humanism
included resistance to religious and
political institutions that
perpetuated injustice. He
questioned the authority of priests,
mullahs, and rulers who used
religion for control. By doing so, he
empowered individuals to think
freely and act morally.
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KABIR’S IMPACT ON BHAKTI
AND INDIAN SOCIETY
Revolutionized the Bhakti
Movement Kabir played a
transformative role in reshaping the
Bhakti movement by introducing
bold, direct, and socially conscious
ideas. He shifted the focus from
ritualistic worship to a deeply
personal and emotional relationship
with the divine, thus making
spirituality more accessible to the
common people.

Promoted Vernacular
Spirituality Kabir composed his
verses in the local dialect (a mix of
Hindi, Awadhi, and Braj), breaking
the monopoly of Sanskrit and
Persian as spiritual languages. This
allowed the masses to connect with
spiritual truths directly, fostering
widespread participation in
religious discourse and
democratizing spiritual knowledge.

Challenged Caste and Social
Barriers Kabir was one of the first
Bhakti saints to strongly condemn
the caste system. He emphasized
equality and human dignity, thereby
challenging the deeply rooted
hierarchical structures of Indian
society. His followers included
people from all castes, which
gradually weakened caste-based
discrimination in  devotional
communities.

Encouraged Interfaith Harmony
Kabir’s syncretic approach blended
elements of Hinduism and Islam,
promoting religious harmony in a
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time of sectarian tension. By
addressing God as both “Ram” and
“Allah,” he encouraged unity
among Hindus and Muslims, laying
the foundation for a more inclusive
spiritual culture.

5. Influenced Later Saints and
Movements Kabir’s teachings
deeply influenced later Bhakti and
Sufi saints like Guru Nanak, Dadu
Dayal, and Ravidas. His thoughts
contributed significantly to the Sikh
scripture, Guru Granth Sahib. His
humanist values continued to
inspire reform movements across
India for centuries.

6. Created a Strong Oral Tradition
Kabir’s dohas and sakhis became a
lasting part of Indian oral and
literary tradition. These short,
powerful couplets conveyed deep
moral and spiritual lessons and are
still widely recited, sung, and taught
in Indian homes, temples, and
schools.

7. Laid the Foundation for Social
Reform By openly criticizing both
Brahmanical orthodoxy and Islamic
clericalism,  Kabir laid the
intellectual and moral groundwork
for future social reform in India. His
life and poetry became symbolic of
resistance against oppression and
inequality.

8. Empowered the Marginalized
Kabir’s identity as a weaver and his
message of universal dignity
uplifted the status of artisans and
lower-caste ~ communities.  He
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inspired them to claim spiritual
authority and social recognition,
thus altering the social fabric of
medieval India.

9. Encouraged Moral and Ethical
Living Kabir’s teachings
emphasized inner purity,
truthfulness, simplicity, and
compassion. He taught that these
values were more important than
rituals  or  religious labels,
encouraging a practical and ethical
approach to everyday life.

10. Continues to Inspire
Contemporary India Kabir’s
legacy remains alive in modern
Indian literature, music, social
movements, and spiritual practices.
His message of love, tolerance, and
equality resonates across cultural
and religious boundaries and
continues to serve as a guiding light
for those seeking justice and unity.

IV. CONCLUSION

Kabir stands as a beacon of humanism in
the Bhakti movement, articulating a
compassionate vision that transcends
religion, caste, and social divisions. His
teachings advocate universal brotherhood,
equality, and spiritual sincerity — values
that continue to inspire and challenge
society. Understanding Kabir’s humanism
enriches our appreciation of Bhakti’s role in
shaping India’s
humanitarian ethos.

pluralistic and
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